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The Defence and Climate Observatory, launched in December 2016, is tasked
with studying climate-related security and defence issues.

The Observatory is coordinated by IRIS under the contract carried out on behalf
of the Ministry for the Armed Forces’ Directorate General for International
Relations and Strategy (DGRIS). The Observatory’s multidisciplinary and
crossdisciplinary team gathers research fellows, specialised in international
relations, security, defence, migrations, energy, the economy, climatology and
health. It is led by two scientific coordinators: Julia Tasse and Frangcois Gemenne.

The Observatory is strong of multiple partnerships with European partners
(Netherlands, Luxembourg), international partners (Australia, United States,
India), international NGOs, and national and international public bodies. Such
initiatives enabled strengthening cooperation on climate issues and their security
implications.

The Defence and Climate Observatory produces reports and notes, organises
restricted seminars as well as public conferences, and hosts the podcast « Sur le
front climatique »

www.defenseclimat.en

The French Ministry for the Armed Forces regularly calls upon outsourced
studies from private research institutes, according to a geographical or sectoral
approach that complements its expertise. These contracts are part of the
development of a defence foresighting approach, which, as the last White Paper
on Defence and National Security underlines, enable armed forces to rely on
independent, multidisciplinary and original strategic thinking, integrating
university research as well as specialised institutes.

Most of these studies are made public and available on the website of the
Ministry for Armed Forces and the Observatory’s website.

DISCLAIMER: The Directorate General of International Relations and Strategy
or the organisation leading the study cannot be held responsible for the
statements made in the studies and observatories, nor do they reflect an
official position of the French Ministry for Armed Forces.

©Defence and Climate Observatory — All rights reserved



This brief addresses the current and future consequences of climate changes in the insular Caribbean.
The analysis is divided into three parts : a contextual study of climate vulnerability in the Caribbean
islands and its consequences on the French armed forces present in the region (Forces Armées aux
Antilles — FAA) ; a prospective study for the year 2045, based on three scenarios which challenge the
French armed forces in a regional framework subjected to climate changes; and finally, a set of
recommendations formulated to alleviate the climate vulnerability of FAA.

A — CLIMATE VULNERABILITY IN THE CARIBBEAN ISLANDS AND ITS
IMPACT ON THE FRENCH ARMED FORCES
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The Caribbean islands are not only highly exposed to climate changes, but also very vulnerable to it.
The economies of the region and the livelihoods of its populations are highly dependent on tourism,
agriculture and fishing. However, the resources, infrastructures and territories necessary for these
activities are threatened by slow-onset climate hazards such as droughts, submersion and erosion
phenomena, and one-off climate hazards such as extreme weather events. This vulnerability is
amplified by the fragility of governments, whose effectiveness and legitimacy are reduced and
guestioned by corruption and crime linked to parastatal groups. At the regional level, cooperation on
adaptation measures is hampered by a lack of human and financial resources, major differences in
development between states, and competition for foreign investments. Regional cohesion is further
compromised by the progressive bipolarisation of the area, due to competition between the United
States and China. In this context of environmental and political insecurity, the FAA's missions are
becoming more diverse and complex, and the health of soldiers and the functional integrity of

infrastructure and equipment are being affected.
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B — SCENARIOS
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C — LESSONS LEARNED (L) AND PROPOSALS (P)

L.1. Preventing over-solicitation of the armed forces through regional cooperation

— P.1. Broaden the framework for regional cooperation: from HADR cooperation to climate resilience
cooperation

— P.2. Enact a French/European reference military camp to pilot multilateral climate resilience operations in
the region

— P.3. Develop drug control cooperation with insular and Latin American countries

\

P.4. Improve the identification of French regional support in the fight against IUU fishing

L.2. Strengthen the coordination of the armed forces with civilian actors on an interministerial level

— P.1. Appoint a "Caribbean climate response coordinator" officer in the framework of the Joint Territorial
Defence Organisation (OTIAD in French)

\

P.2. Organise an annual climate meeting of the Antilles Defence Zone Joint Committee

\

P.3. Develop and use the voluntary commitment mechanisms in the Antilles (in particular the Adapted
Miilitary Service, SMA) to enforce civil-military cooperation to help the population

— P.4. Establish a Caribbean Civil Protection Training and Intervention Unit (UIISC in French)

L.3. Diversify and strengthen the military mechanism in the region

— P.1. Redefine the staffing number and their distribution in the area
P.2. Invest in air and satellite capabilities

P.3. Ensure resilience of military bases: risk assessment mapping, readjustment work and relocation

VSN

P.4. Develop a regional geopolitical watch
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